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SCOPE OF SERVICES

1. DEPARTMENT/CLINIC/SERVICE:  Communicable Disease Clinic

2. MISSION STATEMENT: To provide comprehensive assessment, treatment, and reporting of all sexually transmitted diseases and to provide oversight to the management and reporting of all communicable diseases.

3. SCOPE OF SERVICES: The Communicable Disease Clinic (CDC) provides comprehensive clinical care to all patients with known or suspected sexually transmitted diseases.  This includes an initial assessment, examination, treatment, counseling and follow-up.  Contact tracing will also be done for individuals confirmed positive for certain sexually transmitted diseases as outlined in the Sexually Transmitted Disease Standard Operating Procedure 4-1.  The CDC will serve as the primary source for referral of all STDs and communicable diseases that require reporting and/or notification to external health authorities.  The CDC will arrange follow-up with other specialty care clinics as appropriate based on established referral guidelines or that go outside the scope of care of the individual practitioner.

4. PATIENT POPULATION: Approximately 1600 patients, ages 16 and older, active duty and dependent men and women per year.

5. ACCESS TO CARE: Seventy-five (75%) percent access CDC on a walk-in basis.  The other twenty-five (25%) percent require an appointment which is made by calling the clinic, not through Tri-Care.

6. COMPLEXITY OF PATIENT CARE NEEDS: Patient needs range from needing information about communicable diseases; e.g., Lyme disease, Chlamydia, needing written information about a certain disease, needing counseling because of concern that there might be an outbreak, such as plague, and needing a physical examination for sexually transmitted diseases.  Some patients require treatment, and others require advice and comfort.

7. AVAILABILITY OF STAFF: The clinic will see male patients on a walk-in basis from 0730-1600 hours Monday-Friday.  Female patients who need an examination need to make an appointment.  Individuals who seek care for a sexually transmitted disease after these hours will be seen at the Prime Acute Care Clinic of the Emergency Room.  Positive laboratory confirmation of individuals with a STD will be referred to the CDC for follow-up evaluation, treatment as necessary, contact tracing, and reporting.  Staff: Nurse Practitioner, full time

                                   Communicable Disease Manager, full time

                                   Chief PMC and Chief Occupational Health as consultants

8.     RECOGNIZED STANDARDS/GUIDELINES FOR PRACTICE: Sexually Transmitted Diseases  

        Treatment Guidelines – 2002.  Centers for Disease Control.  Control of Communicable Diseases,

        17th Edition, 2000, James Chin, MD, MPH, Editor.  

9.  METHODS USED TO ACCESS AND MEET PATIENT CARE NEEDS:  Patients self refer, or are 

 referred by their Primary Care Provider or Troop Medical Clinic/Aide Station.
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